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Founded in 1913, 
The Garden Club of America (GCA) 
is a volunteer, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
composed of 201 member clubs and nearly 
18,000 club members in twelve geographic zones located 
throughout the country. 


The purpose of the GCA is to stimulate the knowledge 
and love of gardening, to share the advantages 
of association by means of educational meetings, 
conferences, correspondence, and publications, and 
to restore, improve, and protect the quality of the 
environment through educational programs and action in 
the fields of conservation and civic improvement. 
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Investing in the Future 
Frome Ue President 


n 2018-2019, The Garden Club of America invested in the 
future. We engaged 21st century challenges and illustrated the 


relevance and importance of garden clubs around the country. 





The modern garden club brings science and education to communities 
across America — connecting environmentalists, historic preservationists, floral designers, and 
horticulturists. It uses social media to be a powerful voice for plants and to impart the joys of nature 

to young people. Now 106 years old, the GCA is growing, innovating, and experimenting, and gaining 
national recognition for its efforts. In 2019, the organization received the Rachel Carson Women in 
Conservation Award from the National Audubon Society. Our efforts to restore a pipeline of plant 
scientists appeared on page one of the Wall Street Journal. And the New York Times featured our Partners 


for Plants program in a lively story entitled "Aliens in our Backyards.” 


True to our purpose statement, we promoted the knowledge and love of gardening and worked to 
restore, improve, and protect the environment. Through the Healthy Yard Pledge, we supported a 
garden aesthetic devoted to native plants and without synthetic pesticides. Through flower shows, 
we expanded public outreach in floral design, horticulture, conservation, and photography, sharing 
beauty and excellence with an audience increasingly divorced from Mother Nature. In simple dollars 
and cents, the GCA and our clubs invested hundreds and thousands of dollars in communities across 
the country and we proudly collaborated with organizations like the National Audubon Society and 


Chicago Botanic Garden to extend our reach and impact at the national and local level. 


Internally, our focus was on clubs — as never before. We welcomed the 201st club and established 
new admissions guidelines that adhere to high standards but provide flexibility. We addressed the 
challenges of a changing climate by continuing the national Restoration Initiative, providing expedited 
funding for clubs addressing natural disasters. We expanded the number of resources available to 
clubs — including a new user-friendly home page, an expanded Marketplace, On the Road trips, and 
club member packets. And we looked to the future, modernizing our financial practices, adopting a 
new strategic plan, and successfully conducting an ambitious Second Century campaign that allows 
us to increase our services, support meritorious national initiatives, and enhance our outreach to 


communities across the country. 


In all these ways, the GCA showed first-hand how a great organization embraces tradition but also 


innovation. 


Warm best wishes, 


Anne “Dede” Neal Petri, President, 2017-2019 


PART ONE | GARDENING, HORTICULTURE, AND THE CREATIVE ARTS PAGE 3 








3 — E 
۳ (Planting annuals and perennials in harmony at Mantle Rock Nature Preserve;-KY 











Gardening, Horticulture, 


and the Creative Arts 


n appreciation for gardening and horticulture unites the GCA's 

nearly 18,000 club members. True to their purpose statement, 

GCA members are dedicated to stimulating the knowledge 
and love of gardening. And they are working across the country to 
showcase the beauty and power of plants. 


PROMOTING NATIVE PLANTS 


From its beginning in 1913, the GCA and its members have been taking action to promote 
native plants and preserve diverse habitats through hands-on work and horticultural education. 
Vibrant ecosystems are essential to a healthy planet, and native plants control erosion, 
moderate floods, filter water, and sequester carbon. 


PLANT OF THE YEAR AWARD 


Since 1995, the GCA has fostered native plants through a unique national prize, the 
Freeman Medal or Plant of the Year, recognizing underutilized but highly worthy native 
perennials, vines, ground covers, shrubs, and native trees. 


Aristolochia macrophylla was named the 2019 Plant of 
-= the Year. Commonly known as Dutchman's pipe, it is a 
^ deciduous vine that has been used in American gardens 
since the 18th century. Large heart-shaped, densely 
۱ overlapping leaves 6-12 inches long can quickly cover 
SW an arbor or trellis with attractive, glossy, deep green 
` foliage and create a canopy impenetrable to the sun or 


۴ 1 - A ل‎ [ E A 1 "d T: | 3 
۳ | mig 1 ۴ ل ا‎ ^ =. 5 
م‎ 1 


a "rJ 
T 


moderate rain. Exotic pale-yellow flowers — that resemble 


ie] ^ a Dutchman's pipe — bloom in May and June. 


cu ' Aristolochia macrophylla thrives in USDA zones 4-8, in 
ec -— sun to part shade, and in average to moist soil. It is deer 
— resistant and pollution tolerant, and has no serious insect 
e or disease problems. 
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Clubs promote the benefits of native plants. 


Central to the GCA's effectiveness is the hands-on engagement of clubs around the country. In 


varied ways, clubs promote the benefits of native plants and advance healthy ecosystems. Here 


are a few examples of that work. 


On the East Coast, a notorious trifecta of 
invasives - mugwork, Japenese knotweed, 
and poison ivy - have been targeted by 
the Garden Club of New Haven to make 
way for a new five-acre Pollinator Meadow 
in Edgerton Park. The 25-acre city park 
welcomes thousands of visitors each year. 


Members of Virginia's James River Garden 
Club and the Tuckahoe Garden Club of 
Westhampton are working to identify native 
plant habitat, remove invasives, and replant 
native species, in order to restore the once- 
thriving habitat of Chapel Island located on 
the James River in Richmond, Virginia. 
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The Monroe Garden Study League's 
Beauty in the Byways project. 


In Louisiana, The Monroe Garden Study 
League is working to keep life beautiful for the 
thousands who travel Highway 165 each day. 
The project's goal is to add native wildflowers 
along the highway medians, provide food and 
shelter for pollinators and wildlife, create a no- 
mowing zone, and enhance the area's natural 
beauty. 








Arizona Columbine Garden Club at work. 


Arizona Columbine Garden Club in Phoenix, 
along with the Central Arizona Conservation 
Alliance at the Desert Botanical Garden, 
created a unigue plan to propagate native 
material by collecting seeds and “farming” 
native plant material. The native plants will 

be used to restore the Sonoran Desert's well- 
trodden trails that are increasingly overrun and 
threatened by invasive species. 


In the Midwest, Garden Club of Cincinnati 
member Nancy Linz and fellow club members 
joined hands with elementary students and 
others to advocate for native plants. The 
result? Passage of House Bill 59, designating 
the month of April as Ohio Native Plant Month. 
On the West Coast, the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Garden Club has restored the garden on the 
steps of the City Hall, using native and drought 
resistant plants. Because of this and other 
efforts around the community, the club was 
honored by the city in 2019. 
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ADVANCING PLANT SCIENTISTS 


The research is clear. In a front page story in August 2018, the Wall Street Journal emphasized 
what the GCA has known for so long: plant blindness is growing, and with it, a decline in plant 
scientists who can address the growing array of problems on public lands. 


"The U.S. is running short of people who can tell the forest from the trees," said the Journal. 
"Organizations such as the National Park Service and Bureau of Land Management can't 
find enough scientists to deal with invasive plants, wildfire reforestation, and basic land- 
management issues." 


That's why The Garden Club of America and Chicago Botanic Garden, along with a coalition 
of more than 80 distinguished horticultural organizations around the country, have put their 
weight behind bipartisan legislation nicknamed the Botany Bill. HR. 1572 and companion bill 
S. 2384 would encourage the use of native plants on federal lands and provide funding to 
employ botanists. In the summer, the House Natural Resources Committee on Natural Parks, 
Forests, and Public Lands held a hearing welcoming co-sponsor Mike Quigley and others who 
commented on the draft legislation. The GCA offered written testimony stating, "If we are 

to preserve our natural patrimony, action is needed now. We support legislation that offers a 
modest and nonpartisan plan to sustain Americans' public lands." 
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Gerry Fisher, The Planters, Zone V 
"The Botany Bill increases funding for plant science, funding of plant scientists, and a preference 
policy for native plants on federal land. We need to do it because plants are not optional. If you 


care about the natural world and other organisms, you have to care about plants." 


—Dr. Kayri Havens, Senior Director of Ecology and Conservation & Senior Scientist, Chicago Botanic Garden 
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SAVING POLLINATORS 


The decline of pollinators has been consistently reported in the 
news — and GCA clubs and club members are working hard to 
reverse this trend. 


In June 2019, the Conservation and National Affairs & 
Legislation committees endorsed permits for Monarch Rights 
of Way, a unigue public-private partnership between energy 
companies and state departments to implement monarch 
friendly practices across millions of acres. 


In addition to advocacy, the GCA has been helping advance 
new research on monarch and pollinator decline. Emory 
University Professor Dr. Samantha Alger credits her early 

GCA scholarship for jump-starting her career. In a recent 
study, covered by the PBS NewsHour and numerous scientific 
publications, Dr. Alger tied the decline of native bee species to 
disease vectors spread by managed honeybees. 





PROPAGATION 
AND SEED SHARE 


Propagation and Seed 


Share is a rapidly growing 
initiative that supports 
club propagation efforts. 
The project, sponsored 
by the GCA's Horticulture ET 
Committee, enables members Dr. Samantha Alger 
of GCA clubs to share seeds 
with other members across 





At the community level, a wide array of projects are underway 
to promote pollinators and to foster healthy habitat. One 
popular program — promoted by the GCA Conservation 
Committee — is known as Bee City USA. Much like Tree 

City USA, this program certifies cities and universities which 
provide adequate food and habitat for pollinators. In 2019, 
thanks to the work of the Magnolia Garden Club, Beaumont, 
TX was named one of only three Bee Cities in the state of 


the country and to share 
stories of how they propagate 
plants. The GCA Seed Share 
database currently lists over 
40 varieties of seeds. 


Texas. Meanwhile, with GCA support, former Centennial 
Pollinator Fellowship recipient, Dr. Rachael Bonoan, has 
helped launch the Tufts University Pollinator Initiative, planting 
gardens and offering pollinator education across campus. 
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HORTICULTURE EDUCATION 


Annually, the GCA offers the Shirley 
Meneice Horticulture Conference to expand 
horticultural knowledge and equip club 
members with helpful information that they 
can bring back to their communities. 


In September 2018, representatives from GCA 
clubs across the country gathered for the 
three-day conference at legendary Longwood 
Gardens in Pennsylvania. The theme was 
"Deep Roots in the Brandywine" offering 
behind-the-scenes access to Longwood 
Gardens, excursions to Winterthur, and 
optional trips to Mount Cuba, Chanticleer, and 
exceptional private gardens in the Brandywine 
region. 


Speakers included W. Barksdale Maynard, 
author of The Brandywine Valley: An Intimate 
Portrait; Chris Strand, the Brown Harrington 
Director of Garden and Estate, Winterthur 
Museum; Colvin Randall, P.S. du Pont Fellow 
on the history of Longwood Gardens; and 





Joan Maloof, scientist, writer, founder, and 
director of the Old-Growth Forest Network. 


Over 42 educational workshops were offered 
to delegates on topics including Edible 
Landscaping, Modern Apothecary Gardening: 
Using Medicinal Herbs, Organic Practices in 
the Vegetable Garden, and Plant Propagation: 
How Do I Get More of Those Plants I Love So 
Much? among many others. 
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IDENTIFYING 
MYSTERY GARDENS 


In the 1980s, tens 

of thousands of 

garden images were 
collected by GCA club 
members, many lacking 
identification and still a 
mystery to researchers. 
Those images were 
subsequently donated 
to the Smithsonian. 
Through crowd-sourcing, 
the GCA is enlisting the 
help of its members and 
the public. Each month, 
a new mystery garden is 
featured on the GCA's 
website and social media 
platforms seeking the 
public's assistance in 
identification. 


PROMOTING HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
AND GARDEN HISTORY & DESIGN 


For more than a guarter century, the GCA has been a national 
leader in preserving America's garden history. Through its work 
with the Smithsonian Archives of American Gardens, the GCA's 
Garden History & Design Committee helps preserve the visual 
record and collective narrative of gardens. Each year, GCA 
volunteers document and submit extensive garden records and 
photographs to the Smithsonian for inclusion in the collection. 
The collection now holds thousands of images and records, 
documenting 4,801 historic and contemporary American 
gardens. 





The committee also recognizes important preservation efforts 
through zone and national awards. One recipient of the 
GCA's Historic Preservation Commendation was Sonnenberg 
Gardens (Canandaigua, NY), nominated by Allyn's Creek 
Garden Club. Documented in the Archives of American 
Gardens, Sonnenberg was once a private estate that was sold 
to the U.S. Government in 1931. The site fell into disrepair 
and it wasn't until 2006 that the museum and grounds were 
purchased by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation with the hopes of restoring the 
estate and gardens. Today, Sonnenberg is successfully run 

as a State Historic Site with thousands of visitors enjoying its 
grounds. 
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THE GCA ON C-SPAN! 


In 2018-2019, GCA founders and activities received national attention. In May 2019, the 
White House Historical Association and the Oak Spring Garden Foundation sponsored a 


symposium, later airing on C-SPAN, called White House Gardens. After welcoming remarks by 


GCA president and others, the symposium focused on the work of groundbreaking landscape 
designers Beatrix Jones Farrand and Bunny Mellon. A founding advisor to The Garden Club 
of America and founder of the American Society of Landscape Architects, Mrs. Farrand is 


considered to be the most successful female landscape architect in early 20th century America. 
She received the GCA's Achievement Medal in 1947 and is the focus of a new documentary by 
Steven lves, narrated by GCA honorary member Lynden Miller, that debuted at the Symposium, 


as well as a documentary by Garden Club of New Haven member Karyl Evans. 


TELLING OUR STORY 


Telling the GCA's history and achievements 
requires research. And central to that research 
is the GCA Archives, located at the GCA's New 
York City Headquarters. The Archives consist 
of historical information dating to thee GCA's 
founding, including records on member clubs, 
founding members, annual meetings, and other 
topics. 


The GCA Archives provide information and 
research for outside scholars including the 
late White House garden expert William Seale 
and nationally recognized author and GCA 
club member Marta McDowell. 2019 also saw 
the release of a lively history, Who Saved the 
Redwoods?, recounting the inspiring stories 
of the "unsung heroines of the 1920s" — with 
special attention to the GCA. The authors 
credit Archivist Anne Myers and the GCA 
Archives for their critical assistance in providing 
written and photographic documentation. 


In addition to helping researchers, the Archives 
was the beneficiary of historical artifacts 

and documents donated by generous club 
members. Four Counties Garden Club member 


and artist Emilie Bregy — whose grandmother 
just happened to be Elizabeth Price Martin, 
the GCA's first president — presented GCA 
president Dede Petri with of a wide array 

of her grandmother's printed materials and 
personal items. Goblets with Elizabeth Price 
Martin's monogram EPM are now prominently 
displayed at GCA E^ 

Headquarters. 


The GCA was | 
also the recipient x | 






of a beautiful oil 2 | 
painting by Julia = | 
McEntee Dillon, £24. 
a founding 
member of the — 
Ulster Garden Club and influential floral "niu 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The 
painting, which now hangs in the President's 
Meeting Room, was donated by Kanawha 
Garden Club member Betty Chilton, former 
chairman of the GCA Library Committee. 
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VISITING GARDENS 


The GCA's Visiting Garden Committee educates members in garden history and design, 
horticulture, and the environment. In 2018-2019, the GCA offered two domestic and three 
international trips, focusing on local history, culture, architecture, beautiful gardens, and 
camaraderie. Travelers visited Santa Fe, Washington DC, South Africa, Scotland, and 
Austria/Bavaria. 


Members of the Board of Associates — GCA club members who have served in senior 
leadership positions — traveled to Austin, Texas for a three-day Texas Hill Country immersion. 
The first lady of Texas, Cecilia Abbott, welcomed the group at the historic Governor's Mansion. 
Highlights included tours of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Umlauf Sculpture 
Gardens, and the Ellsworth Kelly Chapel installation at the Blanton Museum. 


ON THE ROAD WITH THE GCA 


Launched in 2017, On the Road with the GCA is a new one-day program for all GCA club 
members designed to introduce them to the resources and opportunities made available 
by the GCA. The program, in its second year, hosted trips and lectures highlighting many of 
the GCA's national initiatives and welcoming 226 club members and guests. 

2018-2019 programs included: 

B THE INTERNATIONAL CRANE FOUNDATION and 


E LONGWOOD GARDENS & THE PHILADELPHIA 
FLOWER SHOW with Longwood president and GCA 


ALDO LEOPOLD'S SHACK with The Aldo Leopold 
Foundation President Buddy Huffaker. Baraboo, WI 


2019 marked the 70th anniversary of the publication 
of A Sand County Almanac — one of the landmarks 
of environmental literature. Its author, Aldo Leopold, 
was a keynote speaker at the 1947 Annual Meeting 
of the GCA and his speech, “The Ecological 
Conscience," was the foundation of many themes 
developed in the Almanac. 


E BEATRIX JONES FARRAND and the GCA with 
Garden Club of New Haven member and producer 
Karyl Evans. GCA Headguarters, NY 


E THE GCA'S RARE BOOK COLLECTION at the 
NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN with library 
director Susan Fraser and curator of special 
collections Stephen Sinon. Brooklyn, NY 


m CONSERVATION AND GOLF COURSE DESIGN 
with Late Bloomers Garden Club member Leslie 
Pierpont, author of the newly-updated GCA Guide to 
the New American Lawn. Spring Island, SC 


honorary member Paul Redman. Kennett Square, PA 


il NEBRASKA'S SANDHILL CRANE MIGRATION 
in conjunction with GCA partner, the National 


Audubon Society. Kearney, NE 





E MOUNT VERNON BEHIND THE SCENES with 
GCA speaker and Mount Vernon Director of 





Horticulture Dean Norton. Mount Vernon, VA 


E STENTON, BIRTHPLACE OF THE GCA and 
FOUNDERS FUND WINNER with Stenton Executive 
Director Dennis Pickeral. Philadelphia, PA 
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GCA BY THE NUMBERS 


2018-2019 





WHO WE ARE 


201 member clubs in 40 states and the District 
of Columbia 

17,500+ club members 

83 honorary members 


8 international courtesy clubs 


THE NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION 


President: Dede Petri, Georgetown GC, f 
Zone VI 

First Vice President: Debbie Edwards, 
GC of New Haven, Zone ll 

Chief Operating Officer: Jennifer 
Barnette and 8 HO staff 

Executive Board: composed of 11 
officers and 1 zone director 

12 geographical zones and their 
36 zone leaders 

400- club members serving at the national level 

43 national and special committees providing 
resources for clubs 

7 standing and supporting committees providing 
organizational support 

$4.5 MM operating revenue: composed of member 
dues, annualized investment income, registration 
fees, and contributions 

$36.6 MM investment portfolio: includes 30+ 
designated funds 


WHAT WE DO 


28 merit-based scholarships and fellowships 
$377,500 awarded to 73 scholars 

13 Elizabeth Abernathy Hull Awards presented 
for inspirational environmental education of 
children; 144 national award winners since 1993 

91 Founders Fund projects in communities across the 
country; $50,000 awarded to 3 new projects 
in 2019 

6 Restoration Initiative grants awarded to clubs for 
projects in communities devastated by natural 
disasters; $60,000 expended for projects in the last 
2 years 





57 Partners for Plants projects conserving national, 
state, and local public lands throughout the US; 
604+ projects since 1992 

69 Freeman Medal awards recognizing underutilized 
North American native plants; 
25 winners since 1995 

Library with 3,300 books on topics 
relating to the GCA's purpose 

Archives with extensive GCA 
histories and materials 

4 annual national conferences: 

٠ GCA Annual Meeting 


jÎ * Conservation Study Conference 


e National Affairs and Legislation 
Conference 


e Shirley Meneice Horticulture 
Conference 


12 annual zone gatheriungs 

25- sponsored flower shows 

900+ club, zone, and national awards/ 
commendations presented 

Educational workshops in floral design, horticulture, 
and photography 

10 National Medals awarded 

728 active participants in the judging program in 
floral design, horticulture, and photography 

4,801 gardens documented to date for the 
Smithsonian Institution's Archives of American 
Gardens 

Annual domestic and international Visiting Gardens 
trips 

10 Position Papers on public policy issues: Clean Air; 
Clean Water; Climate Change Action; National 
Parks; National Public Lands; Native Plants; Oceans; 
Sustainable Agriculture, Seed Diversity, and Food 
Security; Transportation; and Waste Management 


6 publications: 


e Bulletin e eNews 
e By Design e Focus 
e ConWatch e The Real Dirt 
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PART TWO 





Conservation and 
Environmental Advocacy 


or more than 100 years, the GCA has been in the forefront of 
conservation education and advocacy. At the local and national 
level, the GCA's 201 garden clubs advocate for clean air, clean 
water, and a healthy planet and work to advance issue-based policy and 
legislative solutions. 





2019 was a very special year as the National Audubon Society 
recognized the GCA's national leadership in conservation with the 
Rachel Carson Women in Conservation Award. 


The GCA RECEIVES RACHEL CARSON 
WOMEN IN CONSERVATION AWARD 


"Restoring, improving, and protecting the environment requires staying power over 
time and space. Clean air, clean water, and a healthy planet are not momentary initiatives. 
They are continuing projects, requiring sustained application. And that is the power of 
The Garden Club of America.” — GCA president Dede Petri, acceptance speech. 


On May 16, 2019, The Garden Club of Allison Whipple Rockefeller, founder of 
America received the coveted Rachel Audubon Women in Conservation, and 
Carson Women in Conservation Award Anne Thompson, chief environmental affairs 
from the National Audubon Society. The correspondent, NBC News, bestowed the 
Award recognizes American women whose award. More than 300 individuals gathered for 
exceptional talent, expertise, and energy the special event which included a video on 
advance conservation. The GCA was lauded the GCA, with Rep. Earl Blumenauer and Fred 
as “one of the largest and most powerful Rich, lawyer and author of Getting to Green, 
organizations of women in conservation... commending the GCA and its efforts. 


in the United States.” Past recipients have 
included Lady Bird Johnson, Elizabeth Titus 
Putnam, Marian S. Heiskell, Sylvia Earle, Maya 
Lin, and Bette Midler. 


GCA President Dede Petri accepted the 
award, quoting Rachel Carson, and thanking 
“the many hundreds of committed GCA club 
members who made this award possible.” 
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The GCA has given Rachel Carson two 


national prizes for her work in conservation. 


The first was in 1952 when she received the 
Frances K. Hutchison Medal for her service 

in conservation, remarkably 10 years before 
Silent Spring ever hit the bookstore. The 


second was a GCA Special Citation in 1963 
for “extraordinary service in conservation by 
alerting the United States and other countries 
to the dangers of indiscriminate spraying with 
poisonous chemicals.” 


".... [W]e cannot fulfill our mandate to leave the world safe for future generations 
unless we have an understanding and appreciation of the physical world around us — 
the sea as well as the land, the waters as well as the atmosphere — for they are all a 

part of the environment that sustains us. And even more we must have a clear 
understanding of the many interrelationships between all forms of life and 
environment — a realization that what concerns one, concerns all.” 


— Rachel Carson, 1963 GCA acceptance speech 








| n. - 





Pictured left to right: Allison Whipple Rockefeller, founder of Audubon Women in Conservation; 
Dede Petri, GCA President 2017-2019; and David O'Neill, Chief Conservation Officer and Senior 


Advisor to the CEO, National Audubon Society 
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PARTNERS FOR PLANTS RECEIVES NATIONAL ATTENTION 


Restoring, improving, and protecting the Backyards, focused on an exceptionally 
environment requires sustained effort. successful model known as Weed Wrangle® 
And that effort includes effective land started by Cayce McAlister, then president of 


management, embodied in the GCA's Partners the Garden Club of Nashville. The one-day city 
for Plants (PAP) program. PAP connects GCA wide Weed Wrangle brings people together 


clubs with land managers on federal, state, from across the community to remove invasive 
9 y 
local, and other significant public lands. For species and replant with natives. Once limited 
over two decades, clubs and club members to Nashville's parks and green spaces, this 
have been hands-on, monitoring rare plants, trademarked movement has now spread to 133 
restoring habitats, projects across 14 states. 
i teers across 
ing invasi rangle® and its volun | | 
Dn E APER yn ais d 160,000 invasives The Indianapolis Garden 
weeds, and Tennessee have remove r 
۱ lanted 2,200 native plants E CEES Club, Garden Club 
8 . e I | 
funding botanists to Mu هس‎ * of Jackson (MS), and 





advise their work. Guilford Garden Club (MD) were just three of 
Currently there are 57 active projects around many garden clubs pursuing Weed Wrangle 
the country, with more and more clubs joining and other PAP projects to eliminate invasive 
this nationwide effort. And these projects are plants and make a meaningful impact on the 
gaining national attention. community's green spaces. This grass-roots 
The New York WT tne CCAS movement educates and motivates, showing 


Partners for Plants program in the spring the importance of plant choices and the power 


of 2019. The article, entitled Aliens in our of engaged and informed citizens. 
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NONPARTISAN AGENTS OF CHANGE 


In 2019, the GCA National Affairs & 
Legislation (NAL) and Conservation 
committees regularly raised their voices on 
policy matters related to the GCA's purpose. 
Funding of national parks, methane emissions, 
the Clean Power Plan, energy efficiency 
standards, drilling in the Arctic, preserving 
national monuments, and the Endangered 
Species Act, were just a few topics warranting 
GCA comments and concerns. 


Highlights of the GCA year were two 
legislative victories. Delegates to the 2019 
NAL conference experienced success in real 


time, as NAL Chairman Hollidae Morrison 
gleefully announced the House approval, 363 
to 62, of the permanent reauthorization of the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), a 
long-standing GCA priority, now signed into 
law. A few months later, Reviving America's 
Scenic Byways Act of 2019 also became law. 
This legislation protects scenic corridors 

from unsightly billboards, promotes native 
plants, and safeguards communities along 
scenic routes. The GCA worked closely with 
Scenic America to help foster broad bipartisan 
support. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS AND LEGISLATION CONFERENCE 


Building support is part and parcel of the 
GCA's annual National Affairs and Legislation 
Conference. In February 2019, the conference 
in Washington, D.C. welcomed 300 club 
members who share a concern for the 
environment and value the conservation of 
land, water, and natural resources. 


The conference featured professional experts 
from non-profit organizations, universities, and 
governmental agencies. Speakers included 
Katharine Hayhoe, professor of climate 
science and lead author for the U.S. National 
Climate Assessment; Dr. James Porter, 
scientist and author of the film "Chasing 
Coral"; and a lively panel on the Botany Bill, 


with New York Botanic Garden CEO Carrie R. 
Barratt, San Diego Botanic Garden president 
Ari Novy, and senior scientist at the Chicago 

Botanic Garden, Kayri Havens. 


Topics covered the loss of native habitat for 
pollinators essential for food production, 
how loss of coral reflects the declining health 
of our oceans and sea life, and the negative 
and costly effects of drought, desertification, 
flooding, and warming oceans. 


The conference encourages GCA club 
members, wherever they are on the political 
spectrum, to be effective and informed 
advocates for the restoration, improvement, 


and protection of the environment. 
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CONSERVATION STUDY CONFERENCE 


Annually, the GCA holds a conservation study trip concentrating on a particular ecological 
challenge. In September 2018, members of the GCA Conservation and NAL committees 
assembled in Denver, Colorado, meeting with scientists, guides, and speakers. 


Highlights included a day excursion to the Denver Botanic Garden, a visit to the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal Wildlife Refuge, and an extensive "farm to table" culinary experience. Topics 
included protecting grasslands from development through conservation easements, water law 
and the competing demands for Rocky Mountain snowmelt, and pollinators of the Front Range. 


Given the broad appeal and importance of conservation issues, the conference will be 
opened to all GCA clubs, starting in 2019. 


POSITION PAPERS 


The GCA has ten position papers which inform its 
environmental advocacy. Jointly produced by the NAL 
and Conservation committees and approved by the 
Executive Board, these papers summarize the GCA's 
legislative priorities and dictate guiding principles for 
legislative advocacy. In 2018, the GCA adopted its 10th 
paper — this one on Oceans. 





Covering nearly three-guarters of the Earth, the oceans are its largest ecosystem. Protecting 
our coastal waterways and oceans from pollution and environmental degradation is essential. 
The biodiversity of the ocean — home to nearly a million species of plants and animals — is 
vital to our planet. 


The GCA's position papers cover Clean Air; Clean Water; Climate Change Action; 
National Parks; National Public Lands; Native Plants; Oceans; Sustainable Agriculture, 
Seed Diversity, and Food Security; Transportation; and Waste Management. 
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THE GREAT HEALTHY YARD PLEDGE 


Homeowners use 10 times more chemicals 
per acre than farmers. Synthetic fertilizers in 
water lead to harmful algal blooms. And 8126 
of groundwater has tested positive for drugs. 







These were just a few of the reasons that 
the GCA, in 2018-2019, adopted The Great 
Healthy Yard Project and the Healthy Yard 
Pledge as a conservation priority. 


Take the 
Healthy Yard 
Pled ge 

EN 


SEM sei 


Yard 
HE GARDEN CLUB of AMERICA Project 





Deeply manicured gardens that use synthetic 
chemicals can pose a danger to pets and 
wildlife and pollute rivers and streams. So 
what better group than the GCA to endorse 
the beauty and health of a natural garden 








which relies on native plants and natural 





predators, rather than pesticides. 


























The partnership encourages club members — 
and the public — to "Take the Pledge" and 
protect the environment by eliminating the The Great Healthy Yard Project was started by 
use of synthetic chemicals, weed-killers, and Dr. Diane Lewis, a physician, mother, and member 
fertilizers on lawns, and to end the disposal of of Bedford Garden Club in NY state. 


pharmaceuticals down drains or toilets. 


By late 2019, thanks to social media support 
from the National Audubon Society and THE PLEDGE 
posting of the pledge on the GCA's public 


"| pledge to take care of my yard 
website, thousands of club members and 


without synthetic pesticides, weedkillers 
members of the public had signed on. In 


New York, the 23 clubs of Zone III went 
even farther — asking for and obtaining 


and fertilizers except on rare occasions 
to resolve an infestation or to improve 


۱ i habitat for native plants and wildlife. I 
a resolution from the NY State legislature 


endorsing The Great Healthy Yard Pledge. 


also pledge not to throw pharmaceuticals 


down my drains or toilets.” 
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PROMOTING HISTORIC PRESERVATION 


Preserving historic buildings and gardens is vital to understanding our nation's history and 


heritage. From its earliest years, the GCA and GCA clubs have focused on historic preservation. 





In 2018-2019, the GCA came to the assistance 
of its long-time friend, the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden, in a campaign dubbed the “Fight 

for Sunlight.” In letters to the New York City 
mayor and local council members, the GCA 
joined with the BBG in opposing proposed 
changes to zoning rules that would allow 
construction, including two 39-story towers, 
immediately adjacent to the BBG grounds. 
The Brooklyn Botanic Garden has said that the 
massive structures could block as much as four 
and a half hours of sunlight daily, threatening 
the garden's conservatories, greenhouses, and 
nurseries — where plants for the entire garden 
are propagated and grown. 


“The Garden is a world-renowned treasure 
and national asset whose plant collections 
have been serving the community ... for over 
100 years,” the GCA's letter from President 
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Dede Petri and Horticulture Committee 
Chairman Katherine Shepperly said "... [I]t 
would be tragic for the city to permit high-rise 
development to damage a national, indeed 
global, treasure." 


HAUPT GARDEN IN WASHINGTON, DC 


In 2018-2019, the GCA also continued its 
monitoring of a $4 billion dollar Smithsonian 
master plan that could impact the iconic Enid 
A. Haupt Garden in the nation's capital. In 
2018, GCA president Dede Petri testified 
before the National Capital Area Planning 
Commission and Commission of Fine Arts 

in opposition to the Smithsonian's planned 
destruction of the Haupt garden. While the 
conceptual Master Plan was approved, the 
debate over actual plans for the garden 
continues. 
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WELCOMING COLLABORATIONS 


The GCA knows that collaborations with 
like-minded organizations are essential to 
advancing its purpose. So, in 2018-2019, the 
GCA formalized or continued collaborations 
with organizations whose initiatives dovetail 
with GCA priorities: 
m National Park Service and National Forest 
Service — Partners for Plants; 


m Royal Horticultural Society — RHS 
Interchange Fellowship; 


m Smithsonian Institution — The GCA 
Scholarship in Garden History and Design 
at the Archives of American Gardens; 


m National Audubon Society — cooperative 
endeavors concerning native plants and 


birds; 


m Seed Your Future — developing a pipeline 
for horticulture careers; 


m Assembly of Flower Arrangers — 
promoting the study and art of floral design 
and representation in the World Association 
of Flower Arrangers; 


m Casey Trees, a GCA supporting 
organization — protecting the tree canopy 
in Washington, D.C. 


OLD AND NEW 


SAVE THE REDWOODS 


In 1931, the GCA joined forces with Save 
the Redwoods League to purchase 2,552 
acres of redwoods in Northern California 
(today, totalling 5,100 acres) for permanent 
protection. Now 90 years later, the GCA 
vigorously continues this collaboration, 


promoting support for redwoods preservation. 





OLMSTED 200 


In 2019, the GCA signed on to a new 
collaboration — Olmsted 200. 


Designs by Frederick Law Olmsted and the 
Olmsted Firm transformed the American 
landscape for more than 100 years, ranging 
from urban parks to residential designs in 

45 out of the 50 states. Olmsted's vision of 
parks for the people is as important today as 
it was when the parks were designed — yet 
in many places Olmsted is unknown and his 
visionary parks and landscape designs are 
under attack. That's why The Garden Club of 
America has agreed to collaborate with a core 
of distinguished organizations including the 
American Society of Landscape Architects, 
City Parks Alliance, The Cultural Landscape 
Foundation, and Fairsted National Historic 
Site to celebrate the life, leadership, and 
legacy of Olmsted across the country. 


The launch will occur on April 26, 2022 in 
Central Park — the 200th birthday of this 
extraordinary landscape architect, author, 
journalist, city planner, and public official. The 
GCA's Garden History and Design Committee 
will spearhead the celebration, developing a 
framework for programming and activities by 
GCA clubs around the country. 
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Education and Leadership 


hrough a robust scholarship program, numerous publications, 

public programs, and a comprehensive online presence, the GCA 

offers extensive educational opportunities for young scholars, 
members, and the broader community. 


IDENTIFYING THE NEXT GENERATION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS since 1928, the GCA has provided funding for 


hundreds of young scholars. 28 merit-based scholarships and fellowships are offered in 12 
areas related to conservation, ecology, horticulture, and pollinator research. In 2019, more than 
$377,500 was awarded to 73 scholars — from 40 colleges and universities. 


Promotion of the GCA's scholarship opportunities via Twitter has brought increased awareness 
of the GCA's outreach to college campuses. In addition, a GCA scholars' Linkedln group has 
allowed the Scholarship Committee to maintain relationships with award recipients. Below are 
two examples of recent scholarship recipients. 


KRISTEN RABBITT 
The Clara Carter Higgins Summer Environmental Studies Scholarship 


Kristen Rabbitt is an undergraduate at Rice University in Houston, 
majoring in ecology and evolutionary biology. For the past year, she 
has been part of a team working to establish protocols for the analysis 
of symbiotic algae in the stomach contents of fish. Preliminary reports 
are positive, indicating that coral eating fish play an important role in 
reef resilience. Healthy and recovering reefs may require substantial 
populations of coral consuming fish to maintain or obtain a healthy 
ecosystem state. 


SPENSER KEYSER 
The Frances M. Peacock Scholarship for Native Bird Habitat 


Spenser Keyser is a master's student at the University of Texas Marine 
Science Institute. He is investigating the impacts of regional climate 
change and vegetation shifts in coastal ecosystems across the Gulf of 
Mexico's bird communities. 
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SUPPORTING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 


Knowing that impassioned teachers are vital to inspiring student interest in the environment, 
the GCA presented 13 Elizabeth Abernathy Hull Awards in 2019. The Hull Award recognizes 
the outstanding achievements of individuals furthering the early environmental education of 
children. Since 1993, the GCA has awarded 144 Hull awards around the country. 


Each Hull recipient received a grant of $1000 to support work in fields ranging from planting 
edible gardens to building bird sanctuaries. Two recipients are profiled below. 





Laura and Shawn Sears founded a free 
residential outdoor education program called 
Vida Verde Nature Education in 2001. Since 
that time, 11,000 inner-city students ages 
10-12 who largely have no access to outdoor 
learning programs have participated. During 
the school year, fifth graders camp for two 
nights in Northern California and participate in 
many activities, such as milking goats, walking 
silently through the forest, and harvesting 
vegetables from the organic garden used to 
prepare their dinner. Students also visit the 
coastline exploring sea life and splashing in 
the ocean. This hands-on science education 
and team-building program is life changing for 
the children and an unforgettable introduction 
to the wonders of nature. 


Photo by David Einsel 


Kellie Karavias is the Culinary Arts Educator 

at Gregory-Lincoln Education Center. Located 
in the historic Fourth Ward near downtown 
Houston, the Center enrolls nearly 700 
primarily low-income students ages 4-14. 
Employed by the Houston Independent School 
District, and working with Urban Harvest, Kellie 
is also the founder of the Cultivated Classroom 
where students learn about food by working in 
the garden, caring for chickens, picking fruits 
from the orchard, and preparing these foods 

in the kitchen classroom. Karavias's students 
understand food because they sow it, grow 

it, share it, and eat it. At a local grocery store, 
students are also responsible for marketing, 
display, pricing, and selling the food they grow. 
Karavias observes: "[The] school garden melts 
barriers and changes everything. It is a safe 
place for them to be themselves." 
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PUBLICATIONS 


Six quarterly publications, created by volunteer 
committee members, are distributed to the GCA 
membership online and through email. 


The Bulletin, the GCA's oldest publication, highlights 
GCA news from around the country. It is available 
quarterly in a hard copy and digital version. 


Conservation Watch (ConWatch) showcases research 
by members of the Conservation Committee on topics 
ranging from green investing and climate change to 
battery storage. It also features news from individual 
clubs and a recommended reading list on environmental 
topics. 


The Real Dirt features in-depth articles and handy tips 
for gardeners of all levels. In 2018-2019, the publication 
sponsored popular propagation contests, featuring 
winning entrants in living color. 


By Design, the GCA's floral design magazine, highlights 
step-by-step arranging and cutting edge trends, serving 
as an excellent teaching and reference tool. Members 
can subscribe in print or online. 


eNews, the GCA's monthly electronic newsletter, 
connects GCA club members throughout the country 
via late-breaking announcements and current articles on 
committee and club activities. Exceptional photographs 
by members feature seasonal landscapes and 
horticulture. In 2018, eNews debuted a new format that 
successfully increased readership. 


Focus is a quarterly online newsletter produced by the 
Photography Committee. The journal encourages both 
contributors and readers to explore their creative and 
artistic impulses through the lens of a camera. GCA 
members are constantly inspired, submitting award- 
winning images taken in their backyards, on their travels, 
or in carefully-staged scenes. 


PUBLIC EDUCATION 
AND OUTREACH 


In 2018-2019, the GCA continued 
to expand its public outreach 
and education through the 
dynamic public page filled with 
news updates and environmental 
information for a broader 
audience. In the past year, the 
public website has published 89 
stories featuring club activities as 
well as the GCA's national award 
winners, mystery gardens, GCA 
history, and other current topics. 


0 © 2 © 


Facebook, Instagram & Linkedln: 





@thegardenclubofamerica 


Twitter @theGCAMERICA 


THE GCA LAUNCHES ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS 


In October, the GCA also entered 
the world of social media, offering 
its club members and the public 
the opportunity to keep up with 
the GCA through Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram. 


Each week, the Communications 
Committee posts links to 
enlightening public news articles 
about GCA endeavors across 

the country. The information and 
pictures are carefully crafted to 
showcase exceptional GCA efforts 
of interest to the public. 
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JUDGING 


The GCA's 750 flower show judges worked 
diligently throughout the year to maintain 
and promote standards of excellence. GCA 
judges play a critical role in furthering the 
GCA's purpose of education — conducting 
workshops, serving as mentors to judges in 
training, and providing educational comments 
and awards to flower show participants. In 
2018-2019, over 25 sponsored flower shows 
were held around the country. 


EDUCATING THROUGH 
FLOWER SHOWS 


The public page often includes articles about 
flower shows. That is because flower shows 
are an essential piece of the GCA's educational 
program — showcasing beauty through 

floral design and photography, broadening 
knowledge of plants, and underscoring 

the importance of good environmental 
stewardship to the broader public. 


Thanks to a new stand-alone Floral Design 
Committee, club members now have easy 
access to a wide array of floral design 
education, including club and zone workshops, 
and Floral Design Study Group Trips with 
notable designers from around the world. Club 
members also enjoy new and simplified flower 
show reguirements adopted by the Flower 
Show Committee to be more user-friendly 

and increase flexibility. The Flower Show and 
Judging Guide also saw an update — with 

a new format designed to make the manual 
easier to navigate. 


Best in Show at Art Blooms, hosted by the Akron Garden Club, Zone X, Colleen Wernig and Elaine Edminister Fiocca 
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ZONE MEETINGS 


Although the GCA is headquartered in New York City, in so many ways, the real lifeblood of the 
organization is at the local level. 201 clubs, divided into 12 geographic zones across the country, 
independently design, implement, and undertake projects and meetings in keeping with the 


GCA purpose. 


Local clubs every year host meetings, attended by local and national GCA leaders, which provide 
exceptional educational programming for members and a platform to honor club members and 
distinguished individuals in the community whose work furthers the GCA's purpose. 





Zone IV 


Zone VII 


In 2018-2019, clubs in nine regions hosted zone meetings. 


Connecticut, Zone ll 
Connecticut Valley Garden Club 
"Petal Power" in West Hartford, CT. 


New York, Zone lll 
Allyn's Creek and Rochester Garden Clubs 
"Ripple Effect" in Rochester, NY. 


Pennsylvania, Zone V 
Carrie T. Watson Garden Club 
"Wave of the Future" in Erie, PA. 


Maryland, Zone VI 

Georgetown Garden Club and Garden Club 
of Chevy Chase 

"The Anacostia, Rescuing a River" in Chevy 
Chase, MD. 


Virginia, Zone VII 

Mill Mountain Garden Club 

"What's the Buzz in Virginia's Blueridge" in 
Roanoke, VA. 


Florida, Zone VIII 
Garden Club of Palm Beach 
"Gold Leaf" in Palm Beach, FL. 


Texas, Zone IX 
Magnolia Garden Club 
"Wonders of the Wetlands" in Beaumont, TX. 


Ohio, Zone X 
Country Garden Club 
"Full Circle" in Perrysburg, OH. 


lowa, Zone XI 
Des Moines Founders Garden Club 
"Planting Seeds of Change" in Des Moines, IA. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 


In keeping with its purpose, The Garden Club of America annually recognizes extraordinary 
efforts in such fields as gardening, botany, conservation, education, and design through the 
extension of honorary memberships. With appreciation for their achievements, the GCA 
welcomes the following new honorary members for 2019: 


William G. Cullina is the executive director of the Morris Arboretum. 
Formerly president and CEO of Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens, he 
developed the largest plant nursery in New England and introduced 
over a dozen named cultivars. He was awarded The GCA Sarah Francis 
Chapman Medal in 2011 for his outstanding books on native plant 
species and their propagation. 


Eric T. Haskell is professor emeritus of French studies and 
interdisciplinary studies, Scripps College and director emeritus of the 
Clark Humanities Museum, Scripps College. Among GCA member 
clubs, he is well known for his lectures on 19th century French 
landscape, literature, history and culture. In 2012, he was inducted as 
knight into the Ordre des Palmes Académiques, an honor established 
by Napoleon, which recognizes distinguished teaching, scholarship, 
and leadership over the course of a professor's career. In 2013, he was 
knighted Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. 


Gordon Hayward is a garden designer and horticulturist. Designing 
gardens for thirty years, he has written eleven books on garden design. 
He has published many articles for the garden journals Horticulture, 
Fine Gardening, and Organic Gardening and lectures nationwide 

to garden clubs, botanical garden symposia, landscape association 
conventions, and garden related organizations. His own outstanding 
garden in Putney, Vermont, has been documented and added to the 
Smithsonian Archives of American Gardens. 


Richard T. Olsen is the director of the U.S. National Arboretum. He is a 
plant scientist and geneticist, environmentalist, and recognized leader 
in the international public garden arena. He has served as consultant 
to Casey Trees since 2014. His research on Catalpa chionanthus for 
urban forests will culminate with their much-anticipated release to the 
commercial market in the upcoming years. 
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LIBRARY RESOURCES 


The GCAs Library was established in 1914 
with a gift of nine books. Since then, the 
collection has grown to almost 4,000 volumes 
including 700 rare books housed on long-term 
deposit at the LuEsther T. Mertz Library at the 
New York Botanical Garden, ranging in date 
from 1612-2012. 


In 2018-2019, the GCA Library welcomed two 
outstanding authors who spoke about their 
books at GCA Headquarters: John Phibbs, 
author of Capability Brown: Designing the 
English Landscape and Place-making: The Art 


SPEAKERS AND STAFF 


of Capability Brown, and William Bryant Logan 
author of Sprout Lands: Tending the Endless 
Gift of Trees. 


The Rare Book Collection also provided 
inspiration for a new and expanded GCA 
Marketplace. From 1831-1834, images of 
Priscilla Susan Falkner Bury's drawings were 
published in A Selection of Hexandrian 
Plants, belonging to the Natural Orders of 
Amaryllidae and Liliacae. They are the focal 
point of coasters and a limited edition of 
dessert plates, offered to club members on 
the GCA's website. 


The GCA welcomed a wide range of impressive speakers to Headquarters in 2018-2019: 


m Kris Tompkins - former CEO, Patagonia, and GCA national medalist 


m Matt Rader - President, Pennsylvania Horticulture Society, and Beth Tuttle, President of the 


American Horticulture Society, on Strategic Planning 


partner, Goldman Sachs, on leadership 


Marci Reavan - VP History Exhibitions, New York 
Historical Society on the exhibit, Hudson Rising 


m Amy Goodfriend - GCA club member & former 


Betsy Smith - President and CEO, Central Park Conservancy 

Todd Forest - Head of Horticulture, New York Botanical Garden 

Summer Rayne Oakes - garden blogger and author 

Victoria Johnson - professor and author American Eden, Pulitzer prize finalist 


Dr. John Clark - CEO, Center for Plant Conservation 





GARDEN CREATE ADVOCATE 


m Susan Yoder - Executive Director, Seed Your Future 


m Lenore MacDonald - Kenilworth GC member, on Founders Fund exhibits 


m GCA Restoration Projects - Trustees, Magnolia, Late Bloomers, Portland, and 


Houston garden clubs 


GCA Headquarters is also the "home" of the GCA's Chief Operating Officer Jennifer Barnette 
Cohen and extraordinary staff who work closely with the GCA Board, leadership, and volunteers 


around the country to advance the GCA's purpose. 
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EXHIBITS ON 
DISPLAY 


Complementing the library 
collection is the GCA's Gallery 
and Meeting Room where 
activities and achievements 
of GCA committees and club 
members have a new home. 
Club members are welcome 
throughout the year to visit 
Headquarters and to engage 
Cafe GCA for small lunches 
and meetings. 


2018-2019 rotating exhibits 
included: 


m "Beatrix Jones Farrand," 
curated by Karyl Evans and 
Nina King in conjunction 
with the GCA's On the 
Road event. 


m Photography showcasing 
winners of the GCA's 
Founder Fund. 


m Winners of the 
Photography/Garden 
History and Design 
Competition. 





LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 
FINANCIAL SECURITY 
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a campaign for 
The Garden Club of America 
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Of course, great plans require 
resources. And, so, in recent years, the 
GCA has worked hard to modernize 

its financial practices, enhance its 
investments, and create endowments 
to relieve pressure on general operating 
funds. In 2016, the GCA launched its 
Second Century Campaign to secure 

its financial future and to raise resources 
necessary to ensure the GCA's 
continued leadership. With an initial 


goal of $8 million, the campaign pledged to grow the general 


endowment as well as endowments supporting education, 


floral design, horticulture, scholarship, conservation, and civic 


improvement and restoration. Thanks to the support of clubs 


and club members across the country, the Steering Committee 
announced in June 2019 that it had met its initial goal. The 


campaign formally ended on December 31, 2019. 


STRATEGIC PLANNING 


In 2019, the GCA Executive Board also adopted a new five- 
year strategic plan addressing core organizational messages 


and areas of strategic focus: Governance and Leadership, Club 


Services and Meetings, Financial Security, Communications, and 


Vitality. The plan was the product of an inclusive 15-month 


review by the Strategic Planning Committee, chaired by the 


GCA's incomingpresident Debbie Edwards, and includes 


recommendations designed to meet the needs of the GCA clubs 


and club members. 


GROWING and CELEBRATING MEMBERS 


The GCASs strategic plan calls for thoughtful growth. Starting in 
2017, the Board and Admissions Committee reviewed and re- 


fined admissions processes to allow more flexibility and a more 


expeditious process — while firmly adhering to high standards. 
As a result of these efforts, in 2019 the GCA welcomed its 201st 
club — Garden Club of Aiken, SC. Founded in 1924, the garden 
club has been a leader in its community for 95 years. 
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In 2019, the GCA also celebrated longevity. Dolley Madison Garden Club, named for the 
famed Dolley Madison, marked its 100th year with a celebration in Taylor Park in downtown 
Orange, VA. The landmark anniversary included documentation of the Park in the Smithsonian's 
Archives of American Gardens and dedication of a new handcrafted lotus flower sculpture 
centerpiece. Guest speakers included presidents of The Garden Club of America and Garden 
Club of Virginia, U.S. Senator Tim Kaine, U.S. Representative Abigail Spanberger, and state 
lawmakers, who presented a special resolution by the Virginia General Assembly commending 
Dolley Madison Garden Club for its remarkable contributions. 


GCA IN THE CITY 


The GCA also launched a new program — dubbed GCA in the 
City, designed to introduce young NYC professionals to the 
scope of the GCA. Based on the positive response, similar 
programs are being considered for Chicago and San Francisco 
to strengthen the GCA's future. 


Summer Rayne Oakes, author of How to Make a Plant Love You 


spoke at the inaugural GCA in the City. 





NEW AND IMPROVED RESOURCES 


Focusing on its club members, in 2018-2019, the GCA rolled out an array of new resources: the 
New Member's Kit and the President's Kit, to provide key information, benefits, resources, and 
procedures all in one place. A new feature on the website allowed members to have the GCA's 
publications sent directly to their inbox. Expanded resources on the website were introduced 
in the form of: speaker videos, online registration for Visiting Gardens trips, a new look for the 
Members Area homepage, and an expanded Marketplace. 
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PART FOUR 





Civic Improvement 
and Restoration 


he Garden Club of America is committed to restoring, improving, 

and protecting the quality of the environment. In ways large 

and small, the GCA is working across the country to assist 
communities with civic improvement and restoration projects in 
furtherance of its purpose. 


In the face of catastrophic weather-related 
disasters across the country, The Garden Club 
of America launched a national Restoration 
Initiative in 2018. Five GCA clubs, whose 
communities had been devastated by natural 
disasters, received $10,000 each to help 
underwrite restoration costs due to damage 
caused by hurricanes, flooding, and fires. In 
2019, the GCA awarded a sixth Restoration 
Initiative grant to The Garden Club of 
Honolulu. 


Back in the spring and fall of 2018, Hawaii saw 
historic rainfall and epic flooding — 180 inches, 
the most ever recorded in Hawaii's history. The 
island was devastated, along with one of the 
most remarkable landscapes in the world — 
the 25-acre Limahuli Garden and 1,000-acre 
Preserve, affectionately called "Heaven on 
Earth." 


Armed with a Restoration Initiative grant of 
$10,000, members of the garden club will assist 
dropping seeds by drone, propagating rare and 
endangered native plants, and restoring one 

of the most extraordinary plant reserves in the 
United States. 





PART FOUR I CIVIC IMPROVEMENT AND RESTORATION PAGE 35 





rden 


Club representatives receive their Founders Fund awards at the 2019 Annual Meeting. 


FOUNDERS FUND GRANTS 


Since 1936, the GCA has annually provided 
Founders Fund grants to worthy community 
projects around the country. Established in 
memory of the GCA's first president, Elizabeth 
Price Martin, Founders Fund grants, totaling 
$50,000, are presented each year to three 
projects proposed by and voted on by all GCA 
clubs. To date, the GCA has provided nearly $2 
million in funds to 91 projects. 


The 2019 grantees will benefit communities in 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New York. 


2019 WINNER 


Abrams Creek Wetlands Preserve 
Proposed by Winchester-Clarke Garden Club 


Abrams Creek Wetlands Preserve is an 
extremely rare and unique habitat, providing 
safe haven for over 300 plant species and 

20 state-rare native plants. Surrounded by 
development, the 25-acre preserve is an 
educational and recreational resource for the 
city of Winchester and the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia. 


2019 RUNNERS UP 


Sniff and Savor Garden at the Pittsburgh 
Botanic Garden 

Proposed by Garden Club of Allegheny 
County 


The Sniff and Savor Garden at the Pittsburgh 
Botanic Garden is a permanent, interactive 
garden with broad, multi-generational appeal. 
The garden will offer an oasis of fragrant and 
edible plants enticing visitors to touch, smell, 
and taste providing a physical experience 
with plants, offering tremendous learning 
opportunities for diverse audiences. 


Flora and Fauna: The Jane Colden Native 
Woodland Garden with Animal Habitats 
Proposed by The Garden Club of Orange and 
Dutchess Counties 


Named after America's first female botanist, 
The Jane Colden Native Woodland Garden 

at Trailside Museums & Zoo, forms a vital 
component of a redesigned visitor experience 
planned for 2019-20. On the self-guided tour 
along this section of the Appalachian Trail, 
visitors will experience new native plantings 
that surround the rebuilt animal exhibits. 
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2019 ANNUAL MEETING 


“Hills*Harbors*Horizons” was the theme 
as more than 600 attendees convened in 
Boston for the 2019 GCA Annual Meeting. 
At the business meeting, GCA leaders 
outlined the GCA's new strategic plan, 
Second Century Campaign, and ongoing 
GCA initiatives as President Dede Petri 
passed the gavel to incoming president 
Debbie Edwards. Delegates participated 
in educational workshops, tours, and 
heard from trailblazers on the health of 
our oceans, the power of public gardens, 
and the history of conservation and the 
GCA's powerful role in it. Keynote speakers 
included David Rockefeller, board member 
of Oceana; Grace Chapman Elton, CEO, 
Tower Hill Botanic Garden; and historian 
Douglas Brinkley. 





له 





حك دوو 





"The Garden Club of America's annual 
meeting emphasizes the power of our 


united voice and gives our delegates the ١ 
opportunity to come together to advance N 
the purpose of the GCA." N 


— Beth Meyer and SaSa Panarese, 
co-chairmen 
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MEDALISTS 
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2019 Medalists. Not pictured: Robert Hammond 


Since 1920, the GCA has awarded medals for outstanding achievement in fields related to its 
purpose: horticulture, botany, conservation, historic preservation, environmental protection, 
flower arrangement, landscape design, and literature. At the 2019 Annual Meeting, ten exemplary 
men, women, and organizations were recognized for positively impacting our lives and the 
environment. These medalists serve as inspiration for community action, education, and civic 


improvement. 
JANE RIGHTER ROSE MEDAL 


David Austin Roses, Ltd., Albrighton, 
Wolverhampton, UK, for their achievements 
hybridizing roses, creating a collection of 
unique rose cultivars that have inspired the 
incorporation of roses in twenty-first century 
gardens worldwide. 


FRANCES K. HUTCHINSON MEDAL 


Dr. David Gallo, Falmouth, Massachusetts, 

for his scientific discoveries, his technological 
developments, and his flair for communication 
that have shaped our knowledge of the 
oceans and their critical role for our planet. 


HISTORIC PRESERVATION MEDAL 


USS Constitution and USS Constitution 
Museum, Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston, 
Massachusetts, for their dual roles, preserving 
an American symbol and furthering the 
understanding of the role of the US Navy in 
war and peace. 


THE CYNTHIA PRATT LAUGHLIN MEDAL 


Brian R. Vogt, Denver, Colorado, for 
extraordinary leadership in transforming the 
Denver Botanic Gardens into a world-class 
institution. Brian's mission is "Connecting 
People to Plants" and he believes botanic 
gardens can and should change the world. 
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ELOISE PAYNE LUOUER MEDAL 


Dr. Paul Alan Cox, Jackson, Wyoming, for 
special achievement in the field of botany. 

A renowned ethnobotanist, scientist, teacher, 
environmentalist, and activist, Dr. Cox has 
combined his passion and rigorous scientific 
methods to improve our world. 


ELIZABETH CRAIG WEAVER PROCTOR 
MEDAL 


Dr. Cary Fowler, Rhinebeck, New York, for his 
visionary leadership role in creating Svalbard 
Global Seed Vault, thus safeguarding world 
seed crop diversity and providing food 
security for future generations. 


KATHARINE THOMAS CARY MEDAL 


Laura Haley, Late Bloomers Garden Club and 
The Little Garden Club of Rye, for exceptional 
leadership in floral design as an educator, 
speaker, mentor, and artist and for successfully 
restructuring and digitizing flower shows' 
essential resource, the Flower Show & Judging 
Guide. 


SARAH CHAPMAN FRANCIS MEDAL 


Marta McDowell, Garden Club of Madison, 
for inspiring new generations of readers and 
gardeners with her meticulous research and 
captivating portrayals of literary figures and 
their gardens. 


GCA MEDAL OF HONOR 


Piet Oudolf, Hummelo, The Netherlands, for 
his revolutionary genius, designing gardens 
that paint nature with vivid compositions, 
where visitors enjoy the beauty of plants in all 
seasons. 


ELVIRA BROOME DOOLAN MEDAL 


Robert Hammond, New York, New York, for 
his passionate commitment to transform a 
neglected industrial site into the High Line, a 
unique Manhattan park enjoyed by millions. 


Famed medal artist and sculptor Eugene Daub 
was commissioned to design the newest GCA 
national medal — The J. Sherwood Chalmers 
Medal — to be awarded for the first time in 
2020. The medal will "recognize outstanding 
achievement and creative vision in the field of 


photography and/or photography education." 
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CLUB PRESIDENTS SURVEY 


Combined, clubs donated approximately 
$350,000 in local grants, scholarships, and 
internships. 


When it comes to club activities: 


56% partnered with other groups in their 
efforts 


91% took field trips 


56% hosted flower shows for the public 





24% produced a book, publication, or guide 


70% had a regular online newsletter 


Some facts about the GCA' 201 clubs: 4196 had a social media presence 
8096 worked with a local or community 26% undertook oral histories of their 
gardens members 


2396 worked in or with school gardens 


4396 supported gardens surrounding a 
historic site 


4096 offered programs for youth or 
underserved populations (such as 
summer camps and propagation 
training for inmates) 


62% offered public lectures, conferences, 
educational workshops, and programs 


2796 offered a photography show or 
demonstration for the public 


5696 planted trees, adding more than 2,271 
new trees in the past year 


6695 propagated plants 
5596 removed invasives 


73% planted natives or wildflowers 





72% worked on pollinator gardens 


34% worked in local, regional, or national 
parks 
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THE GARDEN CLUB of AMERICA 


Headquarters 
14 East 60th Street, 3rd Floor 
New York, NY 10022 
(212) 753-8287 
gca@gcamerica.org 


www.gcamerica.org 


Financial report available upon request. 


Annual Report Designer: Kim Cutler, Worcester Garden Club 


The annual report is a publication of the 
GCA's Communications Committee, Chairman Amy Cooke, Indianapolis Garden Club. 
Should you note an error, please contact communications@gcamerica.org. 





